
Brian McGrath
Pen Sereypagna

Genealogy 
of Bassac



Genealogy 
of Bassac



Genealogy 
of Bassac

Brian McGrath
Pen Sereypagna

UR

Urban Research (UR), the imprint 
of Terreform, is a series of books 
examining the world’s cities. 
Understanding that no single 
approach is adequate to the promise 
and problem of the urban, we 
publish a wide range of design and 
analysis, and welcome proposals for 
future books. 

URXX:  
Genealogy of Bassac 
© 2020 Brian McGrath  
& Pen Sereypagna
Published by Terreform, Inc.

This work is licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 
International License.

All rights reserved. No part of 
this book may be reproduced or 
transmitted in any form or by any 
means, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopy, recording, or 
any information storage retrieval 
system, without permission in 
writing from the publisher, except 
brief passages for review purposes. 

Every effort was made to secure the 
permissions necessary to reproduce 
the visual material in this book. 
Any omissions will be corrected in 
subsequent editions.

First Printing, 2020

ISBN XXXXXXXXXX
Printed by XXXXXX in the United 
States.

UR Books may be purchased  
at urpub.org.

For quantity and/or special sales,  
please contact the publisher:

180 Varick Street, Suite 1514
New York City, New York
+1 212 762 9121
www.terreform.info

UR Books

Michael Sorkin
Editor in Chief

Maria Cecilia Fagel
Executive Editor

Nic Cavell
Deen Sharp
Vyjayanthi Rao Venuturupalli
Senior Editors

Isaac Gertman
Creative Director

Dalia Stoniene 
Communications Director 

Hilary Huckins-Weidner 
Editorial Associate

Trudy Giordano
Distribution Manager

Advisory Board 
Tom Angotti, Hunter College CUNY

Kazi Ashraf, Bengal Institute

M. Christine Boyer, Princeton University 

Teddy Cruz, Estudio Teddy Cruz

Mike Davis, UC Riverside

Edward Dimendberg, UC Irvine

Ana Maria Duran Calisto, Estudio AO

Anthony Fontenot, Woodbury School  
of Architecture

Susanna Hecht, UCLA

John Hill, New York Institute of Technology

Walter Hood, UC Berkeley

Cindi Katz, Graduate Center CUNY

Romi Khosla, Romi Khosla Design Studio

Thom Mayne, Morphosis Architects

Suha Ozkan, World Architecture Community

Colin Robinson, OR Books

Jonathan Solomon, School of the Art Institute 
of Chicago

Tau Tavengwa, African Center for Cities

Srdjan Weiss, Normal Architecture Office

Eyal Weizman, Goldsmiths College 

Mabel Wilson, Columbia GSAPP

Kongjian Yu, Peking University

Geneology of Bassac

Bran McGrath
Pen Sereypagna  
Terreform
Editor 

XX 
Managing Editor 

XX 
Senior Editors

XX 
Copy Editor

XX 
Proofreader

Isaac Gertman 
The Independent Group 
Book Design

Contributors
Boramey
Chou Davy 
Shelby Doyle
Erin Gleeson
William Greaves
Moritz Henning
Anders Jiras
Neang Kavich
Vuth Lyno
Roger Nelson
Chhum Phanith
Sa Sa Art 
Khvay Samnang 
Lim Sokchanlina
Sok Sovann
Toni Shapiro-Phim
Stiev Selapak Collective
Vandy Rattana
White Building’s Residents



XX	 Acknowledgements
	 Pen Sereypagna

XX	 Introduction—Genealogy as Method:  
	 Parody, Dissociation and Sacrifice
	 Brian McGrath

Phnom Penh as Parody
XX	 Gambling on Water, Sand and Earthwork:  
	 An Introduction to Phnom Penh Atlas
	 Sereypagna Pen

XX	 Atlas 1: Genealogical Mapping Phnom Penh
	 Sereypagna Pen

XX	 Diaspora, Refuge, and Return: Cosmopolitan Phnom Penh
	 William Greaves

XX	 Wrapped Future
	 Lim Sokchanlina

XX	 Chaktomuk:  The Hydrology of the Four Faces
	 Shelby Doyle

XX	 Untitled, 2011
	 Khvay Samnang 

Bassac as Dissociated Precinct
XX	 A Form of Ideology, Occupation and Eviction:  
	 An Introduction to Bassac Atlas
	 Sereypagna Pen

XX	 Atlas 2: Genealogical Mapping Bassac
	 Sereypagna Pen

XX	 Khmer Dancers and the Bassac Theatre
	 Toni Shapiro-Phim  

XX	 Burnt  Theatre
	 Anders Jiras

XX	 Musical Stairway: Bassac as Symbol 
	 Roger Nelson

XX	 Diamond is the Future
	 Chou Davy 

 
 

  
 
 

White Building as Counter Narrative
XX	 Symbol of Encounter and Resistance:  
	 An Introduction to White Building Atlas
	 Sereypagna Pen 

XX	 Atlas 3: Genealogical Mapping White Building
	 Sereypagna Pen

	 XXX  A Conversation with Sok Sovann

	 XXX  A Conversation with Chhum Phanith

	 XXX  A Conversation with Boramey

XX	 Lu Ban Hap and the White Building: 	 
	 A Chronicle of Hope and Destruction
	 Moritz Henning

XX	 Transform, Transcend:  
	 Making Arts with/in the Community
	 Vuth Lyno, Stiev Selapak Collective & Sa Sa Art Projects

XX	 Photo Essay
	 Rattana Vandy

XX	 Eulogy
	 Erin Gleeson

XX	 Last Night I Saw You Smiling
	 Neang Kavich

Conclusion
XX	 Reflections of a New Generation:  
	 Memory, Archive, Map
	 Sereypagna Pen



Burnt  Theatre 

Anders Jiras
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149148 my first exhibition there.

More about the theatre I also think of the 

films: “The Tenth Dancer” by Sally Ingleton 1993, and 

“Les Artistes du théâtre brûlé” by Rithy Panh 2005.

As a technical commercial photographer 

in Sweden one of my areas of work was archi-

tecture. When I came to Cambodia for a longer stay 

in 2006-2007 I stayed in an apartment on street 106 

overlooking the Apsara TV stage (now the night-mar-

ket). My favourite café Rendevous was just across the 

open area there. There I met Darryl Collins. And Helen 

Grant Ross lived above the cafe. I showed Darryl pan-

oramas and we had talks about architecture, culture, 

and he mentioned that when he arrived in Cambodia 

in 1994 he very soon went to the National Theatre to 

see a play and one week later the theatre burned.

When Helen and Darryl had the book release in 

the park of Chaktomuk Conference Hall of “Building 

Cambodia: ‘New Khmer Architecture’ 1953–1970”,  

I bought the book and read on.

I went to the burnt theatre and was allowed to take 

photos after a short talk with a representative of the 

ministry of culture. January 24 and February 2 2007. 

It was demolished in 2008. I took photos for spherical 

panoramas—http://jiras.se/molyvann/index.html The 

photos here are extracted from the remade equirect-

angular panoramic files.

Darryl also introduced me to the assistant director 

of the National Museum Hab Touch, which later led to 
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